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\and Captains of Ships, have feldom refufed to pay the ufual and accuftom.e<l 
Fees ; and whenever any Officer has been reported to the Board to have given 
impediment to the Merchant on account of Fees, the Board have ordered the 
Officer to difcharge the goods, and not to impede the Merchant. A very recent 
inftance has occurred at Cork Complaint was made of increafe of Fees. In- 
veftigation was ordered ; the Officers were reprimanded ; and the jncreafed Fee 
direfted to he difeontinueds 

The Officers however Cannot be directed to attend beyond the legal houfs ; 
and the Merchants have found it their intereft not to quarrel with the Officer, 
Who is not bound by Law to attend after three o’clock ; thus it is in his power 
to refufe to accommodate the Merchant after that hour, which is often the moft 
active and important hour for the flopping and landing of goods. However, in 
this refpect the Law may be changed, and the Oflicers compelled to attend in the 
evening. I have my doubts whether fuch a change ought to be made ; injury 
inay arife to the Revenue from degradation to the Officer, and putting him under 
the controul of the Merchant. 

The advancement and accommodation of trade defervedly occupies our firft 
Care and attention ; and it reflects fome credit on the Cuftom Board and their 
Officers, that the import trade of Ireland was never more flourifliing than at pre- 
fent; it was in value on the 5th January laft £. 5,605,964. TheCultom duties, 
1,918,617. And I derive much fatisfaftion in being able to date, that, in 
defiance of all the obftacles that furround us, the Cuftom revenue will in the pre- 
fent year exceed two millions fterling. Fees therefore cannot be confidered 
hitherto to have operated to the obftruftion and depreffion of trade ; therefore I 
am not an advocate for abolifliing Fees ; I had rather deprecate and flop their 
growth. What a difficulty will arife from the compenfation to be given to the 
Officers to compenfate £. 100,000 in a year : And the authority of the Com- 

miffioners of Enquiry juftify me in the amount ; and I have little doubt but that 
this fum is much under-rated. What an enormous increafe of eftablifliment ! 
What an addition to - the expence of the receipt of the Revenue ! and if met by a 
Tax, it mull cripple and diminifh the refources of Government ; it muft hazard 
the lofs of revenue, by loading the imports by additional duty. If the Tax is 
impofed on the foreign trade, it will tend to deprefs and weigh it down; if im- 
posed on the general imports, it will heavily prefs on a few great articles of import, 
fo that almofl the entire burden will fall on the Merchants concerned in the im- 
portation of them, and thus impofe a large and difproportionate fhare of the ex- 
pence upon a few individual Merchants, and upon thofe articles that already bear 
alnloft the whole preffure of the import revenue; for inftance, the duties on 
fugar, teas, fait, tobacco, fpirits, and wine, make together more than one million 
and a half, that is, the three-fourths of the w’hole import duties ; fo that if the 
Tax to compenfate Fees fliall be impofed as a per-centage on the grofs amount of 
the duties, thefe articles, already heavily taxed, will be further loaded with the 
addition of three-fourths of the entire expence of the compenfation for the Fees of 
the whole import trade. 

Thus trade may be affe6ted, by throwing upon the Merchant, already paying 
the largeft proportion of the duties, almoft the entire weight of this revenue 
expence ; and we fliall hazard the increafe of price in thofe articles, the dimi- 
nution of confumption, as alfo the refources of the Country. Under this my 
view of the fubjeft, neither the trade nor the Merchant will be relieved, but on 
the other hand will be burdened by the Tax inftead of the Fee. 

I will now confider whether the Revenue will be promoted by difengagirtg the 
Officer from the influence of the Merchant, which the expectation of the Fee 
may fometimes produce. I have ftrong grounds for believing, that, together with 
the compenfation, the Fee will often continue to be received under fome other 
colour or name. Prefents and gratuities will be given ; and thefe being more 
concealed and difguifed, will not fo often reach the ear and knowledge of the 
Board. 

The Merchant, and the neceffities of trade, muft continue to call for and 
require the affiftance and accommodation of the Officer ; and will it not be in the 
power of the Officer to afford, or not to afford, that accommodation w'hen Fees 
are abolifhed ? And is it not ftrong evidence that the Law will be evaded, and 
that Fees will continue to be received in fome fhape or other, if it is a faft that 
the Law is evaded in the inftance of Fees on Bounties, which your liberal aft of 
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s 7*85 abolifhed, in giving effect to the Bounties by exempting them from Fees? 
Although this fadt does not come Within my pofitive knowledge, I have ftrong 
belief and fufpicion that it is too well founded. Thus it is probable that the 
Officers receive the Compenfation, as alfo the Fee; and probably for the reafon 
above affigned, the indifpenfable co-operation and accommodation required by 
the Merchant from the Officer. If this is a fadt, it is evidence again!! the abo- 
lition, and of the difficulty to fupprefs Fees under any fyflem. 

Your excellent understanding and penetrating mind will therefore weigh and 
confider this important fubjedt in all its bearings. However fpecious and beau- 
tiful in theory, the pradtice of it will be difficult, and any adherence to it impro- 
bable. It will operate to embarrafs trade, and open wider the door of corruption 
for the Officer, while it creates an enormous expence to the Public. 

I confider Fees to-operate as a Itimulus to the individual to perform his bufi- 
nefs ; and that although the falary is increafed, the practice will hereafter recur, 
when the reafon for increafing the falary is forgotten. I cannot enough dwell on 
the difficulty of meeting by falary the incomes now derived by the gratuitous 
contribution of the Merchants, which have gradually, imperceptibly and unfelt, 
grown to their prefent amount; affording to the Revenue at a fmall cxpence the 
fervices of a fuperior defcription of men, lefs liable to be corrupted, at the fame 
time that it yields to Government, a valuable and important patronage. 

To the principle of Fees ad libitum, I admit there is ferious objection ; and 
am free to own, that the Revenue has fuffered feverely from them ; and from my 
obfervation and experience for fome years at the Excife Board, I well know that 
the evil was extenfive, and not to be eafily detedted. 

In the Cuftom Department, the evil does not penetrate or corrode fo deeply ; 
and the fyftem of Fees on luggage and carriages by the packets, which was moft 
complained of and reprobated, has, through your recommendation to the Board, 
been remedied ; and regulations have been made, which fecure the Revenue and 
benefit the Public. Why not therefore extend this remedy on a larger fcale, and 
endeavour to remove thofe evils that refult from Fees by regulation, rather than 
by abolition ? an expedient encumbered with heavy expence, fo embarraffing, 
and which, I venture to predict, will ultimately fruflrate its objedl. 

The evil to the Revenue of permitting Merchants to pay, and Officers to re- 
ceive Fees ad libitum, ought to be eradicated ; and a fyflem devifed to fecure 
the one from impofition, and to preclude the other from opportunities of corrup- 
tion, and yet to protedt the Officer from diminution of income. 

I would recommend that no farther increafe of Fees beyond w r hat they now are 
fhall take place ; and to revife thofe paid on every article, and in every port ; and 
when their abufes fhall be corrected, and a fair medium formed between the 
Merchant and the Officer, I would fet bounds to the Merchant paying or to the 
Officer receiving beyond a functioned Fee ; and in doing fo, fecure to the Mer- 
chant every facility and accommodation from the Officer, who will then chearfullv 
yield to the Merchant his extra attendance for which the Fee is given. I would 
record thofe Fees, and hang them up in large letters in every Revenue Office for 
the moft public information of the Merchant. I would add to the oath now 
taken by the Officer on his appointment, that he fhall not receive either by himfelf 
•or by any perfon for him, diredlly or indirectly, any other Fee or confideration, in 
afty fhape whatfoever, than thofe allowed to him ; and which might be further 
recorded in a book, and fubfcribed by him. Penalties might be inflicted on 
Merchants 0 tiering higher Fees. Thus Fees might be adjufted and arranged by 
one ftandard, and made equivalent to the duty performed. It might be confidered, 
whether thole Officers, who fuffer in income by a redudtion of Fees, ought not to 
be compenfated : in that event however fuch compenfation would be inconfider- 
able, when compared with the expence of compenfation for a general abolition 
of Fees, and might ceafe with the prefent pofi'effors; and at all events, compenfa- 
tion need not be given for Fees raifed fince the return made to the Commiffioners 
of Enquiry. Under thefe impreffions, I venture to urge how dearly purchafed the 
advantages of abolition will be by the expence incurred, and by the additional 
burden of a tax upon trade ; and if an Officer of any defcription fhall be per- 
mitted to receive Fees, rely upon it that others will, under fome pretext or other, 
evade your reftridtions, and defeat your object. 

You mult therefore extend the reftridtion to all thofe who are employed 
in the landing, fliipping, and difeharge of goods, or in the granting or pay- 
ment 
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ment of bounties and drawbacks, and in i (Tuing port permits. Collector*, 
Port Surveyors, Land waiters, Storekeepers, Clerks of Cheque, Coekct Officers, 
Patentee Officers, aud the Exam inator of Cufloms; the Aviaries of thefe Officers 
amount to <£. 14,668 ; and tbeirTccs, as returned to the Connniffioners of En- 
quiry, to <£. 92,, 1 48 ; - and that thefe returns fall fhort, has been afeertained by 
the returns made on oath to us by thofe Officers who have been of late fuper- 
annuated. Tims the afclual Fees to eompenfate the above Officers amount to 
< £. 100,000; and acid to them the Tide Surveyors, Tide waiters and Boatmen, and 
you will have to provide an expence of £“. 11 5,000 ; a Aim which, under the 
prefent circumllances of ’ the Country, appears to preclude the attempt. 

To clifeharge the Officers from the influence of the Merchant, and to make 
them independent, would he, if practi cable, -an excellent meafure ; and if a limited 
and moderate rate of Pee (hall he fccured to the Officer, it would tend much to 
this independence. 

I will now fuppofe that Fees, are actually abolifhed, and that ample Salaries 
are bellowed- on the Officers; and here 1 look on this new fy item as hazarding 
lofs to the Revenue, making the Officer eaveleis and inditlereut in the performance 
of his duty; or if he (hall give, to the Merchant his afliltance and exertions at 
extra hours, and which the necefflties of trade mult require, is it ve'ry probable 
that the independence pro|x>fed by Salary will Annulate the Officer ? and it it 
iliall he purchafed, it niuft he private 'and clandelline, and the charge made 
heavier on the Merchant ; and thus the Officers become fubfervient to the Re- 
venue .purpofes of the Mercliant, and the Revenue ultimately hi danger from the 
influence and power .Merchants will thus acquire over the Officers. Ihefe rifles 
and inconveniencies may be avoided by your having Fees functioned within cer- 
tain limits and reitrictions, and in this manner bounds may be fet to the increafe 
of Fees; the Merchant would, 1 believe, be pleafed, and ample provifion be 
given to the Officers, and you will hay e the advantage of avoiding to iinpofe a 
heavy tax upon trade. 

The income -of Officers ought in fome degree to depend on their own .exer- 
tions. Earned and animated zeal alone will make feizures and detections, as 
alfo prevent Annggling and fraudulent entries; -and by regulating and functioning 
the Fee, the Officer will be rendered enough independent of the Merchant, and 
not too carelefs and independent by j Salary. 

The Oflicer will do his duty with more accuracy and ftridtnefs, when he knows 
that when he does fo he is warranted in receiving a Fee for his fervice; and that 
the receipt of a greater Fee, or the derelect ion of his duty, will be the certain 
lofs of his employment; he will therefore he more anxious to dete6t and to pre- 
vent fraudulent practices againft the Revenue; and Fees will be a fpur to him, 
as the aC’t muft be done to entitle him to receive the Fee. 

The prefent Check and Difcharghig Officers are in general of a deferiplion of 
men the mod refpedtable ; from them we have not to apprehend any evafton or 
-trick : and whatever regulation, or change may take place as to their Fees, I have 
no doubt they will obey them with their ufual zeal and integrity ; but when the 
income of thofe flfcuations (ball be reduced, thefe Check Offices may hereafter 
fall into the hands of men of inferior deferiptioa, and ferious had confequences to 
-the Revenue may then enfue. 

Thus I have endeavoured, without referve, to give you ray fentiments on tins 
• intricate fu'ojeCt ; and you, will not wonder that I Iliall feel embarraflinent and 
difficulty, as I do not concur in opinion with thofe who are 1110ft defervedly efti- 
mated for knowledge and ability, and who think that Fees ought to be entirely 
done away and aboliflied. 

I had rather you had refolded on this fubjeft to the Board than to myfelf, an 
•humble individual of it 5 from thofe Gentlemen, with whom I have the liappinefs 
-every day to fit, you would derive more folid and fatisfaCtory information; by 
4heir affiftance and co-operation the Cuftom Revenue is benefited and improved. 

I have the honour to be, my dear Sir, with regard and truth, 

Your truly obedient fervant, 

CASTLE COO-TE. 

Right honourable John Fofter. 



(Copy) Allan MacLean. See 7 . 
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—No. 3.— 

Copy of Mr. Fofter’s Letter to Lord Cattle Coote, in anfwer to IJis 
Lordfliip’s arguments againft the propofed Bill for abolittiing Fees. 

My deal- Lord, Collen, December 27th, 1807. 

I have omitted to thank you for your fentiments on the abolition of Fees in 
the expectation of feeing you in town, and I have been fo often prevented going, 
that though I expect to go to-morrow, I will not longer delay to allure you that 
your arguments have almoft ihaken my opinions ; they are fo clear and fo ably 
put, that the fubjeCt hi all undergo a further aud much more minute difcuffiou 
before it goes into the ttiape of a Bill. 

With many thanks, I remain, my dear Lord, moft truly, 

vour very faithful and obedient, 

JOHN FOSTER. 

(Copy.) Allan MacLean , See 5 ". 

Tlie Lord Cattle Coote. 



—No. 4— 

Copy of Mr. Fofter’ s Letter to Lord Cattle Coote, tranfmitting a Draft of a 
Bill for abolittiing Fees, for the opinion and correction of the Board of 
Cuftoms in Ireland. 

My Dear Lord, London, February 2zd, 1808. 

I send you a draft of a Bill formed nearly on the model of the Britilh Act, for 
abolittiing Fees and regulating Holydays, which I requeft you to lay before the 
Board for their opinion and correction, and when it has been penned by your 
counfel and the Crown Lawyers, I ttiall thank you to return it. 

I remain, my dear Lord, with fincere refpeCt, 

your very faithful and obedient fervant, 

JOHN FOSTER. 

(Copy.) Allan MacLean . , Sec r . 

Lord Cattle Coote. 

-No. 5— 

Copy of the Minute of the Board of Cuftoms in Ireland, dated the 
1 2th March i8'o8, refpeCting the propofed Bill for the abolition of Fees. 

The Board having taken into confideration a Bill propofed by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer for the abolition of Fees to feveral Officers of Cuftoms in 
Ireland, fubmitted for their opinion and correction, have accordingly formed their 
opinion upon the moft mature deliberation of the fubject. 

The Board are fenfible that very great improprieties have been and are practifed 
by Revenue Officers in the receipt of Fees, and that there exifts an abfolute ne- 
ceffity to adopt fuch measures as may be likely to put a total ltop to fuch prac- 
tices ; they perfectly agree in the meafure, fo far as it goes, to abulitti all Fees 
whatsoever received by the long-room, and other in-door Officers ; but from long 
experience in the practical duty of difeharging and ihipping Officers, the Board 
are decidedly of opinion that the total abolition of Fees from thole Officers would 
prove prejudicial to the Merchants and injurious to the Revenue ; inafmueh as it 
would produce apathy, indolence and unwillingnefs in thefe Officer, inftead of 
that energy, zeal and activity, fo highly efl’ential to the Revenue and the Merchant; 
and the Board are apprehenfive, that even in Dublin, though the controlling 
power of the Commiliioners might be fufficient to prevent any Officer from being 
guilty of any palpable neglect or breach of duty, it would be ineffectual in coun- 
teracting the mifehief. But that in the Out-ports, it would be attended with fuch 
ferious ill effeCts, as to hazard the due collection of the Revenue, and render 
abortive the accommodation meant by the Bill to be extended to the Merchant ; 
befides, the Commiffioners are difmclined to have the Revenue loaded with a very 
heavy annual charge for Compenfation in lieu of thofe Fees. 

The Board are however of opinion, that every good purpofe would be anfwered 

97. B by 
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by having a Table of Fees prepared, to be paid by Merchants and Traders (and 
fan&ioned by Ad of Parliament) to all out-door Officers, fuch as Port Surveyors, 
Tide Surveyors, Landwaiters, Gauging Surveyors, Debenture Officers, and fuch 
like ; this Table to be formed upon as moderate a fcale as the nature of the office 
duty or fervice would permit; and that fuch compenfation ffiould be made to the 
prejent poffe/Jors only, as ffiall be confidered juft and reafonable, for the lofs of the 
difference between the Fees they had been in the habit of receiving (when their or 
their predeceflbrs returns were made to the Commiffioners of Enquiry up to 
January 1804) and the Fees fo to be legalized by the faid Table. 

With regard to the abolition of the Fees of the Long-room and other in-door 
Officers, Clerks or perfons employed in the Department of the Cuftoms, the 
Board, as already Hated, approve of that meafure being carried into effed, as 
provided for in the intended Bill, fave only to adopt the returns to theCommi ffioners 
of Enquiry as the belt criterion by which to regulate the Compenfation to all 
fuch Officers. 

With refpect to the hours of attendance, the Board are of opinion that if the 
Law gave them the power of appointing the times for, and enforcing the at- 
tendance of all the ; r Officers, as well on holydays as other days, or at extra hours, 
as they ffiould really fee neceflary for the benefit of the Revenue and the proper 
accommodation of the Merchants and Traders, it would fully and better anfwer 
the delired end, and the Board would take care to have fuch attendance enforced, 
and accommodation given in all requifite cafes, as they ffiould think neceflary. 

With regard to the abolition of the holydays already kept, and fanCtioned by 
Law, the Board never have heard of any well-grounded complaints upon that head, 
and they do not fee it neceflary to carry into effect a meafure of this kind in 
Ireland ; becaufe if the A6t ffiall be fo framed as to give them the power of en- 
forcing the attendance of all the Officers under their controul, upon holydays or 
at extra hours (for which fome reafonable compenfation would be provided in the 
Table of Fees) when fuch attendance ffiould be really requifite for the fervice of 
the Revenue or the accommodation and difpatch of the Merchant, they are firmly 
of opinion that every good purpofe would be molt fully anfwered; and they think 
it neceflary to obferve, that they have themfelves uniformly attended on holydays 
with fuch Officers as were neceflary, when any bufinefs required fuch attendance, 
fo that no important bufinefs, cither to the Crown or the Merchant, has to their 
knowledge ever been delayed by holydays ; and the Board think it but reafonable 
that men who are in the habit of conftantly attending to a laborious bufinefs, 
ffiould have fome days of recreation to fee their friends and fettle their private 
concerns, particularly the recedes of Eafter, Whitfuntide, and Chriftmas; no 
poffible injury having ever arifen, nor being likely to arife to the Revenue or the 
Merchant thereby. 

It is further fubmitted, that in cafes where falary fliall be adopted and Fees re- 
je6ted, agreeable to the tenor of the Bill, the examination into the nature of the 
"perquifites and extent of Fees ffiould be confined (in point of time) to the year 
ending the 5th January 1804, becaufe up to that time, it has been afcerlained 
before the Commiffioners of Enquiry on an inveftigation of the molt folemn 
nature; and feveral perfons who have either retired from office, or in whofe cafes 
Fees were dropt and falary adopted, have moftly been compenfated under that 
rule, and any change in that fyftem would be a grievance in retrofpeCt of thole 
feveral perfons; bolides, the Board have obferved by recent returns from the 
various Officers (an account of which is now preparing, and will Ihortly be laid 
before the Committee of Public Offices) that there has been a vaft increafe in the 
total emoluments of many of their Officers fince thefe returns made to the Com- 
miffioners of Enquiry, up to January 1804. 

The Boar.d are alfo of opinion that the ftimulus of a Fee, when properly regu- 
lated, will be the belt incentive to a conftant attendance and a&ive difeharge of 
duly in the out-door Officers. 

Leaves of abfence will in all probability become an object of great patronage, 
and a * rouble fome bufinefs, and the dilmifi’al of officers in fuch cafes, will in the 
fir fi inftance be a new and painful duty. 

The hours of attendance named in the Bill, particularly for the in-door Officers , 
feem to be more than in general, or almoft at any time, the trade requires from 
fuch Officers; and onconverfing with feveral Merchants, they were of the fame 
opinion; and here it cannot be too firongly obferved, that after a long con- 
tinuance 
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*fi nuance of contrary minds, in which event the difcharging and other out-door 
Officers may have little or nothing to do, it is generally followed by the fudden 
arrival, perhaps in one tide, of many fail of veflels, fome of them of the very firft 
charge, when the .prefs of bufinefs is fo great on the Quays, that it could not 
poffibly be executed within the legal hours by the Difcharging Officers. 

It was found that. Travellers and Paflengers luggage and carriages had been 
•delayed, fo as much to inconvenience the Traveller. That complaint has been 
entirely done away, by difcharging luggage and carriages at. the Pigeon Houfe 
immediately on their being landed ; and Fees have been limited by a Schedule, 
as herein recommended, which is allowed to have given perfect fatisfa&ion. 

At all events, the Board are induced to hope that the reafons and obfervations 
they have now given, may have fufficient weight to prevent the pr-opofed Bill from 
being palled into a Law in its prefent form, and that thofe reafons may be deemed 
fufficient to juftify a modification of the Bill, by having it fo framed in this 
Seffion of Parliament, as to try, by way of experiment, the intended expedient fo 
far only as refpe&s the Long Room and other in-door Officers, and fixing a 
Table of Fees, upon a moderate fcale, for the Difcharging and other out-door 
Officers. 

But if tire meafures herein propofed by the Board Ihould not by future expe- 
rience be found to anfwer the intended purpofes, a total abolition of Fees to 
Officers of all descriptions, and of holydays in Ireland, Can then be very readily 
re for ted to; whereas if large eompenfation be now granted to all Officers at prefent 
in poQejfion , and fuitable Salaries fixed for all perfons hereafter coming into office, 
it will become an almoft irremediable charge upon the Nation, accompanied in 
all probability by an unceafing murmur of the Merchants and Traders, and no 
increafed revenue derived from the meafure. 

At the fame time that the Board have thus given their opinion of the Bill, 
agreeably to the wifhes of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, they think it necef- 
fary to ftate, that on the receipt thereof, having obferved that the alteration pro- 
pofed muft more or lefs affe 6 t the mercantile Men of Dublin in their daily bufi- 
nefs, the Board called on fome confiderable Merchants, and referred the Bill to 
them for their obfervations thereupon ; thefe Merchants thought it advifable to 
confult the Chamber of Commerce, and have returned to the Board the refult of 
their -deliberations, which the Board think it incumbent on them to tranfmit to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. And they think it neceffary to obferve, that 
in the courfe of their difeuffion with the Merchants alluded to, it appeared that at 
times when there is a prefs of bufinefs, or on the arrival of Weft India fleets, the 
hours of attendance pointed out by the Bill would not be fufficient for the execu- 
tion of their bufinefs, which muft of courfe be delayed unlefs the Officers attend 
at extra hours. They have however declared, that although the provifions of the 
Ad might poffibly be found to anfwer for the Port of Dublin, where they may 
have fpeedy accels to the Board, yet they do not think it fo well calculated for the 
Out-ports, where the Merchants could not have the opportunity of fiich imme- 
diate application, and in which event the injury to them would be fuiLhied 
before relief could be had. But they have at the fame time admitted, that if the 
•claufes refpe&ing the abolifliing of Fees were not extended and carried into 
■efTed m all the confiderable Sea-port Towns, as well as in Dublin, it would be 
highly injurious to thofe Ports, as they would be loaded with heavy Port Charges 
at the fame time that Dublin would not be fubjeft to them. 

The Board finally have good reafon to think that the principal Merchants in 
the Out-ports are not favourable to the intended meafure ; and the Board are 
confident, that if their fuggeftions be adopted, and the Law fo framed as to give 
them the power of enforcing the attendance of their Officers at ail times when 
neceffary, the true interefts of the Revenue will not only be better fecured, but 
4he bufinefs of the Merchants tranfa&ed more to their fatisfa&ion. 

Castle Cogte. 

J. O. Vandeleur. 

W. Rowley. 

Robt.. Wynne, 

T. Burgh. 

j(A Copy) A B. H, Hutchinson. 

Allan Mac Lean, Sec r . 
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— No. 6.— 

Copy of a Letter from Richard Darling, Trcafurer to the Chamber of Com- 
• merce, dated 7th March 1808 ; refpe&ing Fees to Cuftom-houfe Officers; 
alluded to in Board’s Minute (No. 5) of the 12th March 1808. 

Gentlemen, 

The draft of the propofed Bill for the abolition of Fees, and for regulating 
the days and hours of attendance, has been perufed by the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and I am directed to report to you their opinions thereon as follows : 

Firft, — That we approve of the abolition of all Cuftom-houfe Fees hitherto paid 
to Difcharging Shipping or Patentee Officers in the Port of Dublin : But as the 
payment of the faid Fees, though fandtioned by Law and cuftom, was hitherto 
principally voluntary on the part of the Merchants, and ferved to infure to them 
the attentive difcharge of the duties of the Officers, we give this opinion on the 
full reliance and confidence that our bufinefs at the Cuftom-houfe will be at- 
tended to with diligence, regularity and promptitude, on the part of the Officers, 
and with eafe to the Merchant or liis Clerks ; to which, befides the controul of 
the Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Revenue, we think nothing will be more 
likely to tend than the adoption of the hours of attendance for the Officers, 
and the abolition of Holydays, as laid down in the copy of the Bill now exhibited 
to us, and in the contemplation of Government. 

And were it permitted to us to add, we are equally of opinion that the recom- 
pense to be given to the Officers fhould be borne by the Public, who will benefit, 
as cohfumers of the propofed abolition. 

We will not take on us to decide whether this Plan fhould be alfo adopted in 
the Out-ports until it is tried in the Capital, as there are cireumftances which 
may make it not fo advifable or fit for them as for this City, where we have 
the advantage of an immediate recourfe to His Majefty’s Commiffioners of the 
Revenue. 

It further appears to be extremely defirable that a meafure before ftrongly 
urged to Mr. Fofter by the feveral mercantile Deputations from this City, Cork, 
Waterford, Belfaft and Limerick, fhould be made part of the propofed Bill ; that 
is, to reftrift the execution by deputy of any Office of the Cuftoms exclufively to 
thofe Offices called Patentee Offices. 

Laftly. — And, with due refpect, we would moft ftrongly recommend the adop- 
tion of the Plan fuggefted by the Commiffioners of Enquiry, as a further necef- 
fary and ufeful auxiliary to the fuccefs of the prefent one ; that the Revenue 
fhould afford an eftablifhment and field for promotion, according to merit, to 
young men of good education, who would dedicate themfclves entirely to it, 
and whofe promotion fhould not be interfered with by the appointment of others 
not fo qualified. 

I am. Gentlemen, very fincerely, 

Your obedient humble fervant. 

Office of Chamber of Commerce, RICHARD DARLING, 

Commerc 1 Buildings, Treafurer. 

7th March 1808. 

We concur in the opinions ftated in the above Letter. 

R. MacDonnell. 

To Randal MacDonnell, John Lindfay. 

John Lindfey, 

Leland Crofsthwaite, and (Copy) 

Edward Moore, Efqrs. Allan MacLean , Sec 7 . 
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dopy of Mr. Fofter’s Letter to Lord Caftle Coote, on the fubjcCl of in- 
troducing the Bill for abolifliing Fees in the Cuftoms, Ireland. 

My dear Lord, London, March 26th, 1808. 

1 have given the heft confideration in ray power to the Minute of your Board 
refpeCting the abolition of Fees, which you did me the honour of communicat- 
ing ; and I freely acknowledge, that confidering at the fame time the recom- 
mendation of the Commiffioners of Enquiry made upon a moll folemn inveftiga- 
tion, the affent of the Houfe of Commons in their having pafled a Bill to that 
effeCt laft Seffion, and the opinions of the moft refpe&able Merchants on the 
fubjeCt, corroborated by the Report your Lordfliip inclofed from their Commer- 
cial Committee, together with the existence of a fimilar Law here, I lliould not 
feel myfelf juftifiattle in abandoning the meafure, even if your Minute had in- 
duced me to doubt its good effects. I have therefore moved for leave to intro- 
duce the Bill, and lhall prefent it on Monday. 

Your Board feems, throughout many parts of the Minute, not to have had in 
-view the Claufe, providing “ that nothing in the A6t contained fhall hinder the 
‘“Commiffioners from directing and enforcing the attendance of Officers at any 

time and places.” You therefore retain all your prefent powers for the purpose, 
and I am perfuaded you would long fince have applied for their enlargement if 
you had found them deficient j but if you think them deficient, I fhall be happy 
to attend to any improvement you may fuggeft on that head. 

Leaves of abfence might certainly be improperly applied for, and as impro- 
perly granted.; but I am perfuaded they never will be made the objeCts of pa- 
tronage, or be deemed matter of trouble by the prefent Board, collectively or 
individually. 

My intention is to fill the blank for arranging compenfation with the words 
2804, and if any other figures were inferted, it was by an error in the copy. 



I have the honour to remain, my dear Lord, with fincere refpect to you and 
your 'Board, to whom I requeft you to prefent my thanks for the unreferved 
communication of their fentiments. 



JLerd Caftle Coote. 



Your very faithful and obedient ferrant, 

JOHN FOSTER. 



(Copy) 

Allan. Mac Lean, Secrb 
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